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West Covina Father & Son Team Shines at Gaming Event 

     Isn't it any kids dream to play video games all summer?  Isn't it even a bigger fantasy to be a finalist at the 
first-ever Wii Games Summer 2010 National Championship video game competition? 
 

     Well, it was reality for West Covina residents Zachary "Zac-Attack" Buenviaje, 8 and his dad Buster, 49, also 
known as "Superdome."  Over Labor Day weekend, the Who Dat? team faced the other parent/child team final-
ists in Redondo Beach, ranking 10th place as one of the best of the best nationwide. 

 

     The Mesa Elementary School 
3rd grader and his dad made a 
skill of throwing virtual bowling 
balls and imaginary fireballs with 
Nintendo's popular Wii video 
game console, which features a 
wireless controller and a variety 
of motion-controlled games. 
 

     They didn't win, however, but 
it's the adventure that is worth 
telling for these two. 
 

     It all began with an e-mail 
from the Nintendo Club when 
Zachary was out of school and 
didn't have much on his calendar 
besides his summer reading pro-
gram.  "I figured that was a good 
way for him to spend his sum-
mer," Buenviaje said. "We could-
n't afford to put him in a baseball 
program this year, so we decided 
to go for it." 
 

     As huge fans of the New Or-
leans Saints football team, they 
chose the Who Dat? moniker and 
registered in the parent/child 
category Wii event at the Oaks 

Mall in Thousand Oaks.  Nearly 200,000 people competed at events nationwide in malls and Six Flags amuse-
ment parks to earn a trip to the championship.  
 

Overall, there were 2,846 parent/child teams that competed. The other categories were parent/teen, super 
adults, adult, family, and teen.  More than 200 finalists qualified for the championship and 90 teams ultimately 
made it to the finals.   
 

     The team placed first in their category in Mall Group 4, which consisted of four malls in the western United 
States.  "We were just screaming up and down `Who dat? Who dat!' It was really unbelievable," Buenviaje said. 
 

     For two months, Zachary and Buenviaje stayed up each night for an extra three hours to practice.  Zachary 
didn't seem to mind that at all.  "I liked it!" he said.  "I'm the one that had to make him go to sleep to stop playing," 
Buenviaje said.      

SuperDome & Zac-Attack wishing Mario a happy 25th Birthday.  Nintendo’s 
Super Mario Bros. video game celebrated its 25th Anniversary this month.  
Mario is the most famous character in video game history.   
(Photo provided to Highlanders) 
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     To improve their scores and techniques, the pair played the com-
petition games, including basketball, bowling, kart racing and hula 
hooping.  “It was a challenge,” Buenviaje said, but it was a bonding 
experience for them. 
 

     Competition weekend began on Sept. 2, when Zachary and his 
dad were picked up after school in a limo.  "The whole class was 
clapping for him - encouraging him, `You can do it, you can do it,"' 
Buenviaje said. "He got very popular and from that point on he knew 
he was the coolest kid around."  Taking their Wii console with them, 
the pair planned to practice the individual games they were best at in 
their hotel room, at night. 
 

     That night, however, they discovered that each team member had 
to play each game and were limited to certain controls, giving them 
not enough time to practice.  "It threw me off a little bit, but that's the 
way it goes," Buenviaje said. "Not being able to use the Nunchuk/
Wiimote combo knocked off about 25 or more coins for us." 
 

     Still, the game-play was fun for Zachary who met the other teams 
and playfully talked trash to them. 
 

     Finally, the top competitors in each category were announced 
Sept. 4th.  As officials counted down to the final four in the parent-
child category, they knew they had been knocked out.  "We knew we were out of it, when the 4th place team’s 
score was revealed," Buenviaje said. "It was very difficult for us - Zachary was very disappointed."  Buenviaje of-
fered some words of encouragement.  "I explained to him, `Look at it this way - we're 10th place out of the whole 
country. You've got so many years to still compete."' 
 

     They said they're up for another shot at the title, all they need to do is adjust to any rule changes and practice 
a lot. 
 

     Despite losing, Zachary didn't miss out on too much. He got to play some of the new pre-release games from 
Nintendo, including Disney Epic Mickey.  "The Super Mario Galaxy 2 was challenging and I like to beat Bowser," 
Zachary said. "I liked that I can play anything I want and get coins to win prizes."  After earning prize points for 
playing featured games, Who Dat? won Wii logo caps, a Mario plushie, Wiimote skins, Hula Hoops, a Mario 
Yahtzee, and a Nintendo Collector's Edition Monopoly (Buster won this by dancing in front of the stage). 
 

     "It was a great experience. We met a lot of friends and we still keep in touch with them online," he said.  
„”Some of us already meet online to play Mario Kart.” 
 

     The rest of the family might want in on it too, but they have to wait four 
more years for 2-year-old Joshua, also known as Baby Brees, to be eligi-
ble to compete in the family category.   
 

     "You can do it for exercise or for play, but it's so much fun when you 
can do it with the whole family because it's not just a one-person game," 
Buenviaje said. "It brings everybody together." 
     Zachary doesn't play too much now that school has started, but he has 
free reign on weekends and sometimes after his homework is done, on 
weekdays. 
 

     Despite some parents and critics saying that video games are bad for 
kids, Buenviaje holds Zachary as a positive influence.  "Look at my son - 
he's got the top scores in schools, he's physically fit, AND he plays Wii 
games," he said. 
 

     In the end, Zachary has a few Saints song-inspired words (by the 
Ying Yang Twins) for his competitors: "Here we come to get you!"         

 
For more information about the team, visit:  http://wiigamessummer2010.wordpress.com/ 
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Zachary Buenviaje, 8, of West Covina and 
his dad, Buster, took 10th place at the 1st 
Wii Games: Summer 2010 National  
Championship video game competition.  
Above, Zachary is with Shawn Johnson, 
Wii Games Ambassador, Olympic gold 
medalist and Dancing With The Stars 
champion.   
(Photo provided to Highlanders) 

Buster “SuperDome” Buenviaje holds 
2-year-old son, Joshua “Baby Brees”, 
while Zachary “Zac-Attack” takes on 
Mario’s arch-nemesis, Bowser.   
(Photo provided to Highlanders) 


